PRACTICAL COLONIZATION.

IFTHAT CAN BE DONE IN THE SOUTH.
THE COLONY OF CULLMAN IN ALABAMA-—
ITS HISTORY AND PRESENT CONDITION
—OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED FARMERS
AND LABORERS TO PROCURKE CHEAP AND
COMFORTABLE HOMES—HINTS, TO IN~

TEXDING IMMIGRANTS.
IFrom a Sypecial Correspondent.
CoLniay, Ala,, Tuesday, June 12, 1877,

Colonization is the best method of set-
tling in the South. The poverty of tho country,

. the scarcity of towns, the want of schools, the

| lack of gociety—in a word, the absence of

| nearly every element of civilization from rural

| life malkes it necessary to bring here all you
need in these respects, or else to join some
company that has ‘already established the
requisite facilities for reasonable living. Such
o company is the colony of Cullman,

In 1873 the South and North Alabama Rail-
road made Mr. John G. Cullman, of Cincin-
nati, its agent for the sale of a large tract of
land granted the railroad by the United Statea
Government. That gentleman immediately
colleoted a fow families, moved them hers, and
founded the colony named Cullman. Turough
advertisements and the good roports from the
colonists, the place goon becameo widely known
among the Germans in the West, and cven in
IBurope. 1t received at once sottlers irom
almost every State, and grew as rapidly as tho
canvas cities of California. Inits first stages
the cffort was mneither easy nor pleasant,
for the disturbed state of the coun-
try and the anmmosity of the na-
tives toward Northern people  often
meerposed  very  serious  obstacles.  But

tho persistent (Germans continued their labor
despite outrazes, other forms ot opposition
and the ditliculties met in nature. They have
now won harmonious relations with the goun-
try, & good degres of material comfort, the
cgsential element of content, o very fair prowm-
iso of tinancial success.

Cullman is on the plateau of Sand Mountain,
33 miles south of Decatur. Its altitude of
about 800 tect gives it & chimatoe that is highly
praised. Feverand ague aroe rarely known, epi-
demio fovers nover prevail, the Winter is short
and mild, and the Sumnier is not oppressive.
The countryis slightly rolling, and covered
with valuabloe forests of various oaks, hickory,
ash, walnut, poplar or baswood, chestnut, and
yeliow pine. Thosgoilisthin andnotrich, But
ti:o sandy loam on a elose olay bottom, becomes
productive for almost any crop, and holds its
fertilizers very well. Tho crops 1 saw hero
wore surprising on such ground, for 1ts ap-
pearanco leads ono to expect less than an av-
erage yield. Tho water, vither in springs or
1n wells of little dopth, i soft snd wholesome.
The productiona ot the country are of great
variety, In grains, wheat, rve, oats, corn, and
barley; Irish and sweet potatoes, tobacco,
cotton, peas, beans, sugar-cane, all kinds of
vogetables; clover is grown fo somo ex-
tent; also somoe other kinds of grasses,
‘I'he capheities of the soil and elimate are not yet
known, tor the farmers have not had time to
prove them. Some intoresting experiments
prowmise siutceess in new itelds; among others,
yvoung cofiee plants are growing as though they
were in good condition, I understand cofteo
ig raised on the Rhein; and as the climate here
is not so cold as there, it1s8 thought this pro-
duet may be successtully grown in these poun-
tnins, The country 13 copsidered remark-
ably well adapted for {rwmt raising.
Fine peaches wero shipped North lust year be-
foro any others were i tho warket ; and dried
peaches are to be one of the chiet productions
when the orchards are matured. 'Thoe peach
grows luxurantly almost all over the State.
‘f'he apples of Blount County have a high repu-
tation 1 Alabama. Various kinds of good
plums  grow  wild, and assure the
success of finer cultivated varieties. Pears
grow to a large size.  All tho swall fruits, such
us strawberries, blackberries, gooseborries,
raspberries, and eurrants, grow luxuriantly.
Some German walnuts and apricots are grow-
ing well in a garden j whether they will pro-
duce good crops will be kuown in a fow years.
In general terms, the region is thougbt to
rival Calitornian grosving large and perfect
fruit, Lhe vine is regarded as the best prom-
iso for success.  Many kinds of native aud tor-
exrn grapes aro being tested, to enlarge this
industry in tho best directions, The vines bear.
a good ¢rop in the third year from the outting
‘The colouists bhave planted nearly 200,000
vines, with the purpose of making wine. ‘I'ho
first vintage, last year’s, has suoch fine qualities
i Havor and bouquet that great success may
reasonably be expected irom this product, 'the
climate seems peculiarly adapted to tho grape,
for it grows wild i remarkable perfoection.
The Winter rains ure not cold enough to injure
the vines ; tho Summer monthsare dry enough,
yet not too dry, tor their perfcet growth, and
the warwm, suuny Fall nipens the iruit, and
sweetens it to perteotion, fully six weoks earlier
thau in the West and North. Stock live the
year round in the woods withont feeding, In
the Spring they are mers skeiotops; but they
might bo casily kept in good ord:r with o little
feed, Sheep do well here, according to report,
and wight do well 1n reahty, it a litsle feea and
nttention helped the nagural advantages.

The town ot Cullman is a new villaze of 100
regidences; stumps are still m the lots and
gtreets, and many things show the roughness
and crudeness of & new sottlement. But in
somo rospocts it produces o pleasant cffoct,
New houses—some of themn quite tasteful—are
building; yards and gardens ara common, and
a genoral aiv of piain comfort 18 evident., It is
more thrifty than any other place I have scen
in Alabama; the quiet, industrious Gerwan
charaoter pervades ithe settlement. The sub-
gtantinl nature of Cullman may be judged from
gome ot its contents. It has three hotels, two
of briek; alarge turniture factory, one brick
yard, two wagon sliops, ono cigar taetory, two
blacksmith shops, one gunsmith, one tin shop,
threo boot and shooe shops, two tanneries, ono
bakery, two buteher shops, six grocery and dry
rroods gtores, one fager beer browery, two pu.
pers, two churches, one German and one Eng-
1sh schioul, one tlour mill, one livery stable, aud
three saw wmills,

The sociul lifle scems notive. They have a
ball once 2 month 1 the lurge town hall; a
singing society is practicing, and frequeut ¢x-
cursious and picuics brine visitora irom Mont-
gomery, Decatur, and otoer eities, The oven-
ing Lspent in the botel was quite pleasant,
Some of tho people gathiered in tnoe bouss about
tables, where dominoos, caras, aud conversa-
tion united them in  pleasant inter-
course, and good home-wade catawba
wing and beer was  passed  around,
The contentment of the men, women, and chil-
drep seemed to prove the possession of ¢com-
fort and to promuse at leas6é & reasonable gue-
cess, 'The colony containsg 600 famiies and
3,000 souls. They are on farms about the vil-
laze, sowmo as far off as 1S miles. The anternal
organization ot the colony § thought would be
an important study. But thoe laws ot the State
are the only limtations of personal freedom.
‘I'ie colony is simply & union ol neighbors in
sud about a villare, having a reasonuble sup-
ply of the necessaries and simpler advantages
of civilization, Any oue may join 1t, enjoy s
advantages, and still follow his own wilt in so-
¢ial and invdustrial matters.

I rettorato here an opinion, or oven & c¢om-
mand founded on contrderable and considerate
observation : A Northern family migrating to
the South ought to be one of a colony ot North-
crn people, 1t is needless hero to entorce tho
wisdaom of this course by more than
& wention of the farmer’s need in the
South o¢f society, of personal protection,
of schools, of industrial enterprise, of mutual
help, and of almost every other advantagoe
comumon in civilization, But the family who
iguore this need till they are settledin the
gunny yet gloomy isolation of a Southern plan-
tation will repent of their ignorance.  As there
are many who might wish to join such a colony
as Cullman, 1 present the toliowing statement
of tho methods and expenses of establishing
homes, graded by tho amount of monoy pos-
sessed by thie imwmigrant, -

1.'A workmg man or a mechanie without
money can get work, bub the wages are very
low. It helacks the eunergy and economy ne-
cessary to save money wherewithto buy a litile
land or other property, be is not likely to im-
prove bis condition by the laber of his hands
nloene. A few men, however, came here with-
out meang, and have made tor thewselves con-
fortable homes and the facilities tfor making
money. Tho laborer gets 51 25 per day, with-
out board; $8 per 1,000 for splitting rails, 30
conts u pleco tor railroad ties, §1 50 per cord
tor cutting tire-wood, 4 per cord for oak bark,
Board cosis €3 o) to $4 per week at hotels,

9. A man with §100 can begin his home with
only the fewest, plainest, and must necessary
articles, Government land can still be had
within a few mles ot the town. I'no expendi-
ture of money will be about as lollows:
Yeo for entering 160 acres public land, $14;
windows end dours tor a log-house, §20; cow
and cait, $20; houschord utensils and farmn
tools, §4li fofal 10U, The bouse will he

radsed by tha meighborsin a * beo” Of conrae,
$100 is tov small & sum for such un effort; but
{t 18 sutfiolent for petting o start io the cfxeap-
est way. The imwmigrant brings hls beddmng
and olotbes, and unything thet wili pack
clogoly ; but furniture aud such largs objects
should Ba bougzht here rather than trausported
#n great distance, It is supposed that Le
will work halt the time for wages or
at cutting saw-logs and railroad ties from his
land, or splitting rails or peeling bark, What
timo he has for bimself he will devato to vlear-
ing lund. The neighbora plow and haul for
him in returu for his services, The third year
Le will have Iand onough under cultivation to
ennble bim {0 work for himself. He can get
grape-vines, fruit trees, and. sced from the
wembers ot the colony, and puy for them when
the crop 18 harvested. Thus by degrees ho
gets his home established and provided with
the plainest necessities.

A man with $500 can commence at once to
work for himself. His money will disappear
easily in the following leading 1tems :

Feo tor entering 160 acres publio land.......... §14

L0 HOUBO. o e i ieieannr et veean peass 4U
Cow and calf . vruenerencvnsrvasarconanascannce ee 20
Yokoof 0X00.evneenenunenan Crerocaserecavannane 40
R T T eeaeas 8O
Plows and other tools...... eremerecasenanaan eeee 1D
Vines fOr 0ne 00I6. ..veerrereeernrnves femancmane H)
Fuaruiture and stove....... e eemceeantascnceneas 50
Well . ooooiaaao.... Vemseemtacnnannmas teremannan 15
D BheOP.eereseeececncecnrvantecssoces cacsoans 33

Toral expenditure...... vesmsescoentennaanaos £204
Origingl 0apilal, ceueeieisvarneesnsvasanvanonanes DUl

Romangereee e ieeeeinnnnn reenne SR

Instead of taking public laud, if it did not
sait him, @ man ean buy of the railroad land
2 to 3 miles trom the town at §8 to $10, aud
4 to 10 miles away at $2 to 86 ver acre. 'The
paymerts are as follows:  One-fifth cash, the
romainder in four yearly installments, with
interest from the date ot purchase, As an
example, suppose ho buys 8) acres at $4 per
acre, whioh would cost ham $320 cash :

Oue-Lifth ot 28320, cash pavment...o........ .. $64 06
Jirat yearly pauyment, §64, intorest, §5 12..., 69 12
Secoud yeurly payment, {64, tuterest, 810 24., T4 24
Third yoarly payment, $64. interest, $15 36.. %9 30
Fourth voarly puymont, £64, intorest, $20 48, 84 42

Total.eeeaererirneannaen. teasss cesconmcan- §371

Warranty deeds, I beliove, are giyeu by ihe
railroad.

Tho surplus of $206 remaining after thoe pur
chase of what he absolutely needs is supposed
to suilice for the support or his family until the
third year’s crop returns some money, It
would probably buy enough bacon and meal
for nourishment, with what littlo can be
got from tho garden, the sccoud year, Ot
course, the sum is too small for anvthine
but the closest maunagement and for pro-
curing  the Dbarest necessities; 800 or
$1,000 would give n more reasonable cxistence
and an opportunity for hiring & little belp in
olearing land, buildinyg, tilling, and harvesting,
Tho results that may be expected in the third
year caunot be stated with much contidence,
1or they must vary with the manragewment, ghe
seasons, tho health, and many othor gttendant
oircumstaunces. ‘Tho average gain may be 30
acres ol land cleared and feneed ; facihties for
keeping 8 cattle and 50 sheep; the support of
the tamily, excepting in groceries and ciothes ;
20 lambg, worth $§1 50 cuch; two steors, £
cach, and pies, 6 cents per pound dressed,
'tll‘llm more mportant protits may bo stated

us

Crop of gropes, (000 ACTe)eanceerennann cecernns $200
Crop of gruine, sweet potutoss, wool, &c...... 100
Appreciation of land aud improvoments...... 1,000

Total Increase..ceveeeennn..n... Certmmeaeces $1,300

‘The prospeots thon before the farmer are
still more diflicult to state, excepting as w
guess, But as the future anywhere is no more
than & vision there s ne exceptional risk or
tomerity in tortune-telling here; the fuliillment
Ileave totheseeker, Politically, the iiumigrant
may expectto becomo a Demoorat. Muny peoplo
have a natural capacity tor this proiession
that makes it o pleasure instead of @ sacritico
I am told that uew-comers goon join the
majority of the colony, even it they arrive as
Republicans. Sociully ho will havo pleasant,
newzhborly, relations with the industrions Ger-
wan people; the opportunity of occasional
publio amusements; the advauniage ol a reason-
able school, that may bo improved to o high
standard as the colony grows ; a churchand, in
general terms, the necessary facilities of plain
civilization, Fmancially hig suecess at tirst
must bo very moderate; after bis house is
built, turnished, ana made productive, be can
certainly mako o bountitul hiving with muceh
less labor than is required in tho North;
whether he wiil muke much more money than
is required for plain comtorts, i3 doubttul in
the present state of things, unless tho wine-
growing turng out a8 well as tho entbusiasts
predict. Domestic matters may be very satis-
Iactory as  resards tho pbysical comforts
dependent on cinnate and soil, ‘The location
is very healthy ; the water 18 good j the Winter
is wild and short ; the producuwus or the goil
aro of great variety i vegetables and fruits ;
the expense of livingis rclatively small j the
larm work can be dono the year round ; stuck
needs but litile attention, In short, nothing
seems wanting for the establishuent of com-
fortuble, secluded  howmes, where Ity
moy  be  Dbealthiully  maintained  with
moderate labor, As to who should leave
their Northern hontes and comp here, people
generally think they judge best of thetr own
business; but, a8 ig 1requently tho case, somo
one elgs thinks o few remavks may help them
to decide. Iwst, those who suiter with ili-
hentth in the Northern clnuate are the best jus-
tified in coming to this mud region; and, see-
oudly, thogo who work hard without gotting o
home and saving g littlo monoy are justitied in
trymg their tortunes in these easicer conditions,
‘t'hose who should lesitate about coming aru
they who are Dblessed with tho exceodingly
good fortune of average health, average c¢n-
cumstances, and average contenlmenr,

C. 1L I

AN ESVALE OF NINE MILGIONS.

The Boston Globe of Thuraday says: **Mr.
Augastus Hemwmenway, of Aliltou, died absut &
yoar ngo in South Amcrioa, whero he held mipes
and plantations. 1o was well known 1n tho Svath
Amoricen trade, in which ho amuassed nearly all of
nis wealth, He left the property to his wite and
fawmily anda his brother, excopt someo $100,000 in
publio bequesta, As tho apprmsers ot the estate,
Messrs, Witham Perking, Heonry C. Brooks, and
Charles U, Cotling, filed their inventory of tho
valuo of the real and porsonal property in the Nor-

folk County Irobate Court yesterday afterncon.
‘The total vaine1s §8,801,17855, this being tho lavgess
amount of o eingle vaiate ever entered tor probate
in Nottolk County, and it has been rarcly oxceedod
in any county or Btate. ‘Tho ncarest approach
to this sum adoimsiored upon in  Dedbaw,
was tho estate of Euyenezor Fravels, of Roxbury,
which was wvalucd at about &4,000,000, in 1858
1t should boe berne in miud that persous apprataing
roil eatnte or any other property of unceariain value
in process of setilemont, place o low, rather than a
high, valuation thereupon, so that it 1§ fair to as.
sumo that Mr. Hemumoenway was worth, financially,

all that tho estnte1s valued at. The real estato is
valued at $320,000, and consists mainly of property
fa Boston, as toliows: Marlboro Hotel, Amurican
l{oure, houses on Beacon, Mount Vernon, Cheatnat,
aud Nurth streoty, and Warron asnd Sbhawmug
avenucs; a summer residencs 1u Manchester, Mass,,
and the homestead farm in Miltou. “The porsonal
property comprises §695,900 in Uwited States bonds,
gER0,207 40 1n State and city bouds, £592,363 33 in
railroad bondas, §208,679 5 in raulroad stocks, §203,-
746 90 1n coat and capnud stocks, 888 8224 1n manntae-
tuting atock, 293,337 in New-York banks, §6,345 in
miscellanvous stocke, $8,094 30 10 insurance serip,
$68Y,030 7T all to private partics, some of whoso
names are fennd among the sohid men; notes re.
ceivable, 2623,402 53; buok accounts, §1,013,175 84;

shipping, $429,800; merchandige, $223,707 17 sun-
dry personal property, which includes moorings at
Valparaiso, South Amoerica, paintings, statuary. sil
verware, furniture, &c., 82,584 06,”

INJUSTIOE UNDER A JUST LAW.

The Chreago Iribune of Sunday says: ** Com-
plsiot 18 made that certain lawyvers of 1l repute aro
in the habit of going to burchers and grocors gnd
buying from them for a nominal sum tho desperate
claims held by the latter; then the new holders

begin suit under tho boneficont laws of this State
agalnst the wives of thosedebtorsiur the purposy of
recovoring the face value ot tho claims, Sometimes,
owing to the anuoyance to witich they put theao new
defendants, they succeed in accomblishivg therr
ohject and making a very profitable investment.
In other cases, tbese women, who are icnorant of
the indobtoduess incurred by their husbands, have
refused to pay, in whole or in part, altbougrh ver-e.
cuted and bothered trom day to dny by these
shysters. Ity understood that when Gov, Cullom
was bere last week complaiut was made to bim of
this practice, and that he promised to louk inty it,
Thiore docs not appoar, however, to be anything 1
legal in tha transaction.  Even if the wives did pog
contract the debty, they had thoir sharto 1 the
meat, vegetables, and suyar, and ave, theratore, pro-
sumably responsible to a certain extent,”

A POOR WOMAN'S PRAYERS.
The Fitohburg (Masa.) Sentinel tells the fol-
lowing story of ex-Mayor Blood, of that city: * A
poor womanr who loaned Mr, Llood some §400, ail

the mouney she had, hoard of his flnancial troubles
and called on him to seo 1f she could nnt savo her
monoy. ‘What 1f 1 don’t pay yon ¥ asked thea
debtor.  *Ob, then I shull pray for you,” answered
the poor wowman., ' Wint it Ldo pay you i’ asked
the debtor. *Thon I will pray for you,'sma tae
poor woman. ‘Then Ishall pay you to-morrow,’
safd the debtor, fur you are bouud te pray for me,
and I want your prayers on tho night side.’ Tho
salo of his horsv and carringo provided the means
tor liguidating tiie puor woman's clutm,’’
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